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This  is  the  second  day  of  "Setter  Homes  Week."  "Pictures  in  the  Home" 
is  our  subject,  and  I  shall  try  to  answer  a  number  of  questions,  about 
pictures. 

Tlie  first  question  is  about    pictures  for  the  living  room.    Lot's  suppose 
that  the  T7alls  of  the  living  room  are  painted  or  papered  a  soft,  warn, 
light  tone,  such  as  cream  color,  or  buff,  or  a  warm  gray.    These  are  neu- 
tral colors,  and  make  a  good  background  not  only  for  pictures,  but  also 
for  furniture. 


Now  what  pictures  shall  we  choose  for  this  "better  home"  living  room,  with 
its  neutral  walls? 


One  selection  might  bo  a  beautiful  sunn;,'-  landscape  showing  a  green  valley, 
with  a  lake,  perhaps,  in  the  distance.    These  colors  would  harmonize  with 
the  background.    Nature's  tones  of  green  and  bl&c  go  well  with  almost  any 
other  colors.    So  do  autumn  yellows,  and  aaft  reds  and  browns.    There  are 
many  fine  autumn  scenes  that  would  go  well  as  the  central  picture. 

If  some  one. .in. the  family  is  a  lover  of  the  sea,  why  not  a  ship  picture? 
Or  a  gorgeous  flower  print?    Or  a  beautiful  large  color-etching? 

The  second  Question  is  an  important  one:     "How  high  should  pictures  be 

hung?" 

The  answer  is  this:    Hang  your  pictures  low.  Hang  them  so  that  the  center  of 
the  picture  is  at  the  level  of  the  eye.    Very  large  pictures  may  be  placed 
slightly  higher.     The  one  above  the  fireplace  will  necessarily  be  higher; 
its  lower  edge  should  be  within  two  or  three  inches  of  the  mantel.  Except 
for  the  picture  over  the  mantel,  all  those  in  the  room  shou*?!  be  at  uniform 
height.    This  is  a  good  general  rule,  but  it  may  be  broken  in  certain  cases. 
In  fact,  those  who  show  the  best  taste  in  their  home  furnishings  hang  a 
picture  so  that  it  is  a  part  of  a  grouping  of  table,  chair,  picture  and 
lamp  —  or  picture  and  mantelpiece,  or  some  such  grouping.  thi&-*way, 
the  picture  becomes  a  decorative  part  of  the  general  appearance  of  the  room, 
and  is  not  isolated  on  the  wall,  like  a  lost  island  in  the  great  ocean. 
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Question  throe  is  about  pictures  for  the  dining  room.    There  are  usually 
ah out  three  good  picture  spaces  in  the  dining  room  —  above  the  buffet, 
on  each  side  of  the  china  closet,  and  perhaps  above  a  row  of  chairs  a- 
gainst  the  walli    Dining  room  pictures  should  be  gay  in  color,  in  accord 
with  the  pleasant  ticcasion  which  every  meal  should  be.    It  doesn't  matter 
much  what  subjects  are  chosen  —  but  it  is  well  for  the  dining  room  pic- 
tures to  be  similar  in  character,  and  similarly  framed.    Even  the  frames 
may  be  bright  —  of  black-and-gilt ,  or  of  some  other  decorative  treatment. 

iToxt  question:     "Should  pictures  be  hung  by  two  wires  or  by  one?" 

Answer:    large  pictures  should  be  hung  by  two  parallel  cords  from  the 
moulding,  not  by  a  single  wire  or  cord  passing  over  the  picture  hook. 
Small  pictures  may  be  hung  "blind"  -t-  that  is,  by  a  nail  behind  the  picture, 
out  of  sight.    There  are  special  nails  made  for  this  purpose,  which  do  not 
mar  the  wall.    Another  thing  —  the  pictures  should  be  flat  against  the 
wall  ~  not  tipping  forward. 

Next  Qiiestion:     "What  kind  of  pictures  would  you  suggest  for  the  hallway 
of  a  house?" 

Answer:     If  the  hallway  of  a  house  is  dark,  the  pictures  should  be  bright, 
and  simple  in  detail.    A  mirror  hung  above  the  hall  table  is  not  only  use- 
ful and  decorative;  it  also  gives  the  effect  of  more  space,  and  increases 
the  light  by  reflecting  it.     In  fact,  there  is  no  room  in  the  house  in 
which  some  kind  of  a  mirror  may  not  be  used  to  advantage,  cither  for  con- 
venience, or  to  create  an  effect  of  beauty.    I.Iirrors  are  m^gic  pictures, 
if  placed  where  they  reflect  interesting  bits  of  the  room. 

Have  you  ever  bought  pictures  for  a  child's  room?    Such  delightful  pictures 
there  are,  for  children.    Pictures  of  other  children,  painted  by  the  great 
masters  of  the  roges;  pictures  of  boats,  of  animals,  cf  little  people  at 
their  games;  illustrations  of  favorite  stories;  and  pictures  of  things 
little  children  love  —  flowers,  and  fairies,  and  gentle  home  scenes. 

Ho  one  need  be  warned  against  unloading  into  the  child's  room  all  the 
colorless,  dismal,  or  meaningless  pictures  that  belong  nowhere  else  —  for 
a  child  is  acutely  sensitive  to  what  he  sees.    As  he  grows  older,,  his  pic- 
tures may  be  changed,  to  keep  pace  with  his  maturing  interests.     Some  one 
has  said:     "The  constant  contact  with  fiSc pictures,  like  other  express- 
ions of  fine  thoughts  and  feelings,  reocts  directly  and  indirectly  on  the 
nature  of  the  growing  mind,  and  sets  for  the  child  standards  which  he  de- 
sires to  emulate,  and  expects  to  find  in  his  associations." 

One  more  word,  from  an  artist  friend:     "In  every  house- furnishing  budget, 
there  should  be  a  real  allowance  made  for  buying  pictures  —  for  beauty  of 
the  most  satisfying  and  cultural  value.    Good  pictures  are  as  necessary  for 
the  modern  home  as  are  good  books,  good  music,  and  other  forms  of  educa- 
tion and  enjoyment.    Allowance  should  be  made  for  buying  them,  just  as  well 
as  for  buying  furniture,  draperies,  and  rugs." 

And  so  concludes  our  talk  on  "Pictures  in  the  Home." 

Wednesday:    "Play  Night  at  Home." 


